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8th February, 2010
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY EXPORT COUNCIL 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

AIEC 2010 PROJECT – AUTOMOTIVE EXPORT MANUAL – SOUTH AFRICA - 2010 PUBLICATION AND AN AFRICAN AUTOMOTIVE CLIENTELE DATABASE
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AFRICAN AUTOMOTIVE DATABASE

The Department of Trade and Industry has again funded an Automotive Industry Export Council (AIEC) project to publish 15 000 copies of the Automotive Export Manual – South Africa – 2010 publication which provides all the relevant details on the South African automotive industry, including growth markets and growth products. A copy of the 2008 edition is attached for ease of reference. The Dti pays 80% and the AIEC covers the 20% on behalf of the industry. 
Part of the project entails a database/list of African contacts. The main aim of the database is for the AIEC and the organizers of the Johannesburg International Motor Show (JIMS) to mail a copy of the Automotive Export Manual – South Africa – 2010 publication to these contacts (hence the need for postal details) as well as to forward a personalised invitation electronically to these clients/potential clients, associations, organizations, journalists and other relevant contacts (hence the need for the e-mail details) to attend the Johannesburg International Motor Show 2011, the Automechanika SA 2011  as well as other upcoming and future automotive events in the country. 
Please note that participation is a voluntary and it remains every company’s prerogative to provide contact details of their African customers and contacts or not. However, for those companies participating the benefits are numerous. The database will not be made available for public consumption in order to maintain the integrity of the information submitted. The attached template is a guide for the type of details required, but the contact details could be forwarded in any format available by companies. 
Companies normally obtain many contact details of interested parties during exhibitions and events. The AIEC’s request is for the contact details of those customers and contacts who you would like to receive the 2010 publication as well as invitations to the domestic automotive events. Those companies participating will enjoy the benefit of free marketing of business opportunities to customers and potential customers, saving costs on mailing, and assist in promoting the South African automotive industry as broadly as possible on the African continent. The database information would also assist in ensuring that sufficient volumes of the 2010 publication would be available to be printed. The AIEC project started on 1 January 2010 and is destined to be completed by 31 July 2010 at which time the publications would be available and the database need to be complete.

Due to the severe recession domestic automotive companies are all pursuing additional business opportunities. South Africa has always been regarded as the automotive hub into Africa and has been producing in the order of 80% of Africa’s vehicle production up to 2009. However, northern African countries, the only other countries where vehicle manufacturing activity is taking place on the continent, are engaged in free trade agreement discussions with the EU as well as the USA. South Africa could therefore loose its edge in Africa should the business opportunities not be pursued aggressively on the African continent. Total automotive exports from South Africa into Africa amounted to R12,1 billion in 2008. In addition, the USA is also interested in more trade integration in Africa in order to consider extending the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) beyond 2015. The AGOA trade arrangement provides for a duty free access into the USA by sub-Saharan countries, including South Africa, which is one of the main beneficiaries of the trade arrangement. The database would thus be used to further substantiate the level of automotive trade in Africa and the need for the trade arrangement to continue, 


Your co-operation will be highly appreciated
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